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CIRE Recent work /Case Study Vaccine Hesitancy/Uptake Work 

Chapter contribution (accepted/ forthcoming) 

For Community Health Psychology: An Introductory Approach to Critical Public Health: (Accepted) Gray Brunton, C, Carnegie, E., Pow, J. & Todorova, I. Case Studies researching Human Papillomavirus (HPV) Vaccination and Reaching Hard-to-Reach Communities. 

Recent Research Articles

Gray Brunton, C., Pow, J., Carnegie, E., Petrova, D., Garcia Retamero, R., Whittaker, A., & Todorova, I. (2025). Commentary and methodological insights: Reaching girls/women, boys/men and vulnerable groups to maximise uptake for the Human papillomavirus vaccine. Human Vaccines & Immunotherapeutics, 21(1). https://doi.org/10.1080/21645515.2025.2478705

Gray Brunton, C., Carnegie, E., Pow, J. et al. Young Men’s Communication Needs for the Human Papillomavirus (HPV) Vaccine: A Cross-Cultural, Qualitative Analysis in Scotland, Spain, and the USA. Int.J. Behav. Med. (2025). https://doi.org/10.1007/s12529-025-10387-6

Pow, J., Clarke, L., McHale, S., & Gray-Brunton, C. (2025). A systematic review and thematic synthesis exploring how gay, bisexual and other men who have sex with men (GBMSM) experience HPV and HPV vaccination. Human Vaccines & Immunotherapeutics, 21(1). https://doi.org/10.1080/21645515.2025.2490440

Carnegie, E., Gray-Brunton, C., Kennedy, C., Pow, J., Willis, D., & Whittaker, A. (2025). Young men with intellectual disabilities’ perceptions of HPV and HPV vaccine: A qualitative study on how to communicate HPV vaccine information. Human Vaccines & Immunotherapeutics, 21(1). https://doi.org/10.1080/21645515.2025.2491857

McInally, W., & Gray-Brunton, C. (2021). Research made simple: using multiperspective interpretative phenomenological analysis to explore healthcare phenomena. Evidence-Based Nursing, 71-73. https://ebn.bmj.com/content/ebnurs/24/3/71.full.pdf

Gray Brunton, C., Todorova, I., Petrova, D., Carnegie, E., & Whittaker, A., (2018). Using foucauldian discourse analysis to analyze young women’s constructions of the human papillomavirus vaccine. In Sage Research Methods Cases Part 2. SAGE Publications, Ltd., https://doi.org/10.4135/9781526440235

Carnegie, E., Whittaker, A., Gray Brunton, C., Hogg, R., Kennedy, C., Hilton, S., Harding, S., Pollock, K. G., & Pow, J. (2017). Development of a cross-cultural HPV community engagement model within Scotland. Health Education Journal, 76(4), 398-410. https://doi.org/10.1177/0017896916685592 


You Tube Invited speakers: 

How GBMSM experience HPV and HPV vaccination: A systematic review and thematic synthesis. 16 September 2025, Available on You Tube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=md1JSrl06cc
· We were invited to by the Global Actions on Men’s Health and NOMAN to contribute to their Webinar on Men, Cancer and HPV: HPV prevention for gay, bisexual and men, including trans men, who have sex with men on a PhD study we have supervised.    


Vaccine hesitancy amongst health and social care professionals, 2023. Interview by Dr Martin Lipscomb for Nursing Conversations, University of Worcester. Available on You Tube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d2IO76CeImw  
From a Royal Society of Edinburgh Study that focused on health and social care professionals and COVID-19 vaccine hesitancy. 

A Policy Briefing document: 

Gray Brunton, C., Carnegie, E., Pow, J., Clarke, L., Malone, E., & Firth, R. Addressing suboptimal uptake rates of the HPV vaccine amongst boys/young men: A Policy briefing Report June 2024. Held at Edinburgh Napier University with academia, NHS and third sector partners:
· Addressing suboptimal uptake rates of the HPV vaccine amongst boys/young men: A Policy briefing Report June 2024
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MECOPP to hear key messages from four projects and engage in dialogue about these
messages. We had wider interest from Government, other Universities, charity sectors
for men’s health, special interest groups in HPV.

Key Messages for Policy

the HPV Vaccine amongst boys/young
men:

A Policy Briefing Report June 2024.

Summary

Hosted by the Centre for Biomedicine and
Global Health at Edinburgh Napier, we held a
half day knowledge exchange symposium to
showcase past and current research on vaccine

hesitancy. Delegates attended from the
University sector, NHS Lothian Schools
Vaccination, Public Health Scotland and

To address gender health inequalities for the HPV vaccine, renewed public health
communication is required that focuses on the direct and indirect benefits of HPV
vaccination for boys/young men to move away from the ‘girl vaccine’ legacy. Evidence
that men’s health directly benefits from the HPV vaccine as a cancer-prevention
vaccine in anal, penile and oral cancers is important to communicate. Indirectly, ‘herd
immunity’ efforts are important to emphasise along with men’s role in HPV transmission
and the protection of women against cervical cancer.

Men with a (mild/moderate) learning disability experience discrimination in terms
of sexual health and are capable of decision-making if enabled. Creative efforts to
engage this group are important given that they are sexually active but have missed

communication opportunities.

Inclusion of sexual minorities in the HPV vaccine programme is important through
opportunistic health encounters but they experience stigma in disclosing their
identities. Gender neutral vaccine programmes are important to reach both genders at
school-level without such disclosure needed.

A novel STEAM project which used a creative peer to peer approach (films) amongst
Irish teens, including boys from deprived communities, showed promise in
supporting peer advocacy for the HPV vaccine to their younger classmates facing
vaccination when scaffolded by scientists, educationalists and film-
makers/design. The feasibility of this could be considered in wider schools and other

cultural contexts.





